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PREFACE 

This Casebook is the successor to the Casebook on 

Coimtiercial and Consumer Transactions that previously appeared 

under my own name. The casebook was badly in need of revision 

and 1 was fortunate to be able to persuade Professor Benjamin 

Geva of the Osgoode Hall Law School to join me in the task of 

updating it. 

The present version of the casebook differs in impor¬ 

tant respects from its predecessor. Almost every chapter has 

been revised in some respect; obsolete or prolix materials 

have been pruned or eliminated altogether; and more recent cases 

and other materials have been added either because of their 

pedagogical value or because they illustrate important legisla¬ 

tive or doctrinal developments. In addition, the contents and 

sequence of several of the sales chapters have been rearranged 

in the Interests, hopefully, of a more logical treatment of 

the subject. The Report of the Ontario Law Reform Commission 

on Sale of Goods was published while we were in the midst of 

revising the casebook. We have made as much use of it as was 

possible in the time at our disposal, but a more comprehensive 

mining of its contents will have to await a future edition. 

The most important changes in the present edition are 

those involving the chapters on the payment mechanism, the law 

of secured transactions (personal property security), and 

consumer credit. The chapters on the payment mechanism are 

substantially new and reflect our belief that every commercial 

law student should have some understanding of the basic concepts 

of negotiable instruments and those aspects of the banking system 

related to the payment mechanism. The chapters on secured 

transactions and consumer credit have been entirely revised and 

substantially enlarged so as better to reflect the legal and 

economic importance of these branches of commercial and consumer 

law. 

Despite the many changes, we hasten firmly to renounce 

any claim to finality or exhaustiveness. We have emphasized the 

interim character of the present revision by calling it a provi¬ 

sional edition. The casebook has been designed to accommodate 

a four hour semester course but can, we believe, be readily 

adjusted to meet the needs of a shorter course. 
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It remains for me to acknowledge the deep indebtedness 

of Professor Geva and myself to several persons without whose 

assistance the casebook could not have been published in time. 

George Davitt, a second year law student at the University of 

Toronto, carried almost all of the burden of revising the volume 

of Statutory Materials and also helped me very greatly and most 

intelligently with those chapters of the casebook for which I 

was primarily responsible. Chris Piersanti and Ken Chalmers, 

two third year Osgoode Hall students, admirably performed the 

same functions with respect to the chapters for which Professor 

Geva was primarily responsible. Miss Angela D’Ambrosi and 

Miss Janice Magee, our respective secretaries applied their 

exemplary typing skills. Finally but not least, we acknowledge 

gratefully our appreciation to Mrs. Betty Laverty and Mr. Timothy 

Lee, both of Osgoode, for agreeing so readily to look after the 

actual mechanics of publication and distribution. 

J. S. Z. 

August 1979 
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